FAVERSHAM  URBAN  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1904. 


I beg  to  presieiufc  to  the  Council  my  annual 
report  on  the  isanitary  condition  of  the  Bor- 
ough during  the  past  year.  The  actual 
number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough 
was  145,  against  140  in  1903.  But  to  get  a 
corrected  death  rate  we  must  add  to’  these 
18  deaths  occurring  in  the  Workhouse,  of 
persons  removed  there  from  Faversham,  and 
1 in  the  Kennaways  Isolation  Hospital. 
There  were  alsO'  6 deaths  in  the  Cottage  Hos- 
pital of  non-residents  to'  be  deducted.  After 
these  calculations  have  been  made  a death 
rate  of  13.5  per  1,000  of  estimated  popula- 
tion is  the  result,  which  is  higher  than  last 
year,  which  was  12.8;  but  it  is  still  lower 
than  the  laverage  for  the  last  ten  years, 
which  is  13.9.  The  number  of  deaths  oc- 
curring in  the  Union  Infirmary  is  rather 
larger  than  usual,  but  they  are  nearly  all 
people  of  advanced  age,  16  being  over  70 
years. 

As  regards  the  actual  causes  of  death  we 
have  again  nO'  death  from  diphtheria;  also 
none  from  scarlet  fever  or  small-pox ; 4 from 
whooping  cough,  as  against  1 in  1903;  and 
1 from  measles,  as  against  7 ; 1 from  typhoid 
fever,  against.  2 in  1903. 

The  cases  of  .death  from  diarrhoea  and  e.n- 
teritis  are  slightly  increased;  16  this  year 
and  9 last  yeiar,  owing  to  the  warmer 
weather  during  the  summer.  Pneumonia 
caused  11  deaths  compareid  with  2 in  1903. 
Probably  many  of  thesei  cases  had  influenza 
s an  underlying  cause.  Influenza,  has  never 
een  entirely  absent  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  almost  aissuming  an  epidemic  form. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  deaths  were 
due  to  accidents,  viz.,  15,  more  than  in  any 
year  in  my  recollection.  In  1903  there  were 
only  2 from  this  cause. 

There  was  a slight  diminution  in  deaths 
from  cancer.  Great  efforts  are  being  macie 
at  present  toi  solve  the  problem  of  this  class 
of  diseases.  At.  present  surgical  or  opera- 
tive treatment  is.  the  only  chance  of  real 
benefit  and  the  earlier  it  is  a.pplied  the 
better  is  the  chancei  of  success.  The  early 
recognition  and  prompt  treatment  of  ca.ses 
therefore  becomes  of  the  utmost  importance. 
The  deaths  from  whooping  cough  were  all 
due  to  complications,  which  might  possibly 
have  been  avoided  by  early  recourse  to  medi- 
cal treatment.  Unfortunately  for  the  chil- 
dren this  is  often  not  sought  for  by  parents 
until  the  disease  has  ma.de  such  T)ro.gress  that 
the  case  has  .assumed  a grave  aspect,  or  even 
imtil  the 'patient  is  in  actual  danger. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  gratifyingly 
low,  being  only  115.2  per  1,000  birt.hs  re- 
gistered, as  against  138.1  in  1903.  The 
average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  137.9.  This 
is  the  lowest  rate  since  1896. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  295, 
giving  a birth  rate  of  25.2.  This  is  an  in- 
crease over  last  year  which  was  exception- 
ally low,  viz.,  275,  with  a rate  of  23.8.  The 
average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  being 
27.7. 

Although  1903  was  a year  with  an  ex- 
tremely low  number  of  notifica.tions  of  in- 
fectious disease,  viz.,  67,  yet  last  year  has 
been  a little  lower,  viz.  63  cases. 
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Diphtheria 

27 

21 

22 

Erysipelas 

14 
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0 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

11 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

16 

13 

12 

Small  Pox 

0 

2 

0 

Of  these  cases  38 

were  removed 

to  the 

iation  Hospital  at  Kennaways,  of  whom  one 
death  occurred  from  enteric  fever. 

It  will  be  noted  from  these  figures  that 
there  is  an  iacrease  in  cases  of  diphthe.ria 


and  in  typhoid  fever  to  a.  small  amo.unt. 
Other  cases  shew  a decrease.  No  cases  of 
small  pox  have  occurred.  The  Hospital  is 
still  in  a sta.te  of  preparedness  and  could 
receive  patients  without  delay  should  occa- 
sion unfortunately  arise. 

Although  the.  number  of  cases  of  typhoM 
fever  is  not  large,  it  is  disappointing  tO’  find 
them  not  reduced  in  number.  During  the 
year  great  efforts  have  been  made  with  this 
object.  In  all  oases  notified,  the  water 
supply  and  milk  supply  have  been  carefully 
inquired  into-.  Several  samples  of  water  from 
wells  have  been  taken  and  analysed  and  in 
some  cases  they  have  been  found  to  be  con- 
taminated by  .sewage.  In  such  cases  the  wells 
have  been  closed.  The  dairies  ha.ve  been 
regularly  and  carefully  ins.pecte.d  and  their 
sanitary  condition  and  surroundings  and 
sonrces  of  wat.er  supply  investigated.  TJie 
bonse-to-house  insp.ection  is  still  being 
carried  on  and  sanita.ry  .defects  remedied  as 
they  are  discovered.  , 

In  order  to  prevent  further  ca.ses  of  in- 
fectious disease  arising  from  t.hose  notified, 
the  Authority  is  m.aking  provision  for  the 
erection  of  a disinfector  in  the  Borough,  so 
that  infected  clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  can 
be  promptly  and  conveniently  dealt  with. 

The  ventilation  of  the  sewe.rs  has,  in  my 
opinion,  been  becoming  unsatisfactory,  as 
the  manholes  provided  for  ventilation  when 
they  were  originally  laid,  have  been  gradu- 
ally been  getting  blocked  up  and  the  sewer 
gas  lamps  placed  to  remove  accumulation  of 
gas  did  not  appear  to  be  equal  to  the  task, 
especially  as  whenever  the  tide  is  up  the 
sewer  outlets  are  blocked  for  some  hours, 
causing  a.  back  pressure.  The  Authority 
have  now  decided  tcH  erect  a complete  system 
of  ventilating  shafts  at  the  points  most  ad- 
vantageous for  the  purpose,  and  carried  up 
high  enough  to  prevent  any  risk  to^  sur- 
rounding houses.  When  completed  this 
should  a very  great  improvement  upon 
their  present  state. 

The  question  of  .sewage  disposal  is  still 
engaging  the  mind  of  the  Council.  It  pre- 
sent's many  difficulties,  especially  as  many 
sy.stems  are  at  present  more  or  less  upon 
their  trial.  Tlie  prevention  of  pollution  of 
the  Creek  cannot  fail  to  be  an  advantage 
to  tli.e  town.  The  scavenging  has  been  re- 
gularly and  effectually  done  by  the  Authori- 
ty itself. 

The  provisions  of  t.he  Factories  and  Work- 
shops’ Act  have  been  can-ied  out  by  means 
of  regular  inspections.  The  due  provision 
of  sa.nitaiT'  conveniences,  the  prevention  of 
overcrowding  and  pro'vision  of  efl&cient  ven- 
tilation have  been  insisted  upon  and  where 
defects  have  h.een  discovered  they  have  been 
remedied  under  the  Bye  laws.  All  places 
where  work  hasi  been  carried  on  have  been 
visited.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  con- 
nection with  a.  workshop  have  occurred.  A 
table  is  appended  to  the  report  shewing  the 
number  of  inspections  made  and  the  work 
done.  There  is  only  one  underground  bake- 
house in  the  Borough  and  this  has  been  li- 
censed as  satisfaoto'ry  after  certain  altera- 
tions had  been  made  to  our  satisfaction.  The 
lodging  houses  have  been  regularly  in- 
spected as  also  the  islaughterhousps,  dairies, 
milksbops  a.nd  cowsheds  and  the  provisions 
of  the  bye  laws  re.gularly  enforced.  The 
water  supply  cf  the  Borough  is  obtained 
from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk,  some  distance 
above  the  town,  and,  fi-ee  from  any  dan.ger 
of  pollution.  It  has  bsien  good  in  quantity 
and  quality  throughout  the  year.  The  water 
obtained  from  various  public  pump®  has 
been  analysed  and  some  of  them  found  to 
be  furnishing  water  of  a not  very  satis- 
factory character.  These  will  doubtless  be 
closed  as  considerable  use  is  made  of  them, 
which  if  continued  will  be  a source  of 
danger. 

CHARLES  J.  EVERS,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
January  17th,  1905. 
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